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Information for Parents of Under 18s

Dear Parent

Re: Under 18s at The IVY League Retreat, 

Ibis Hotel and Bishop Grosseteste College, Lincoln, 5-7 February 2010
We are delighted to be offering a retreat for The IVY League for the second time and we are very pleased that your daughter would like to take part.  We’re sure she will have a great time.

We have been offered a primarily free weekend courtesy of the Lincoln Men’s Barbershop Chorus.  They had previously applied for lottery money to run a Harmony Camp, but when this was cancelled they offered The IVY League and the NBYC a primarily free retreat weekend instead.  All accommodation, food and coaching is provided free of charge, so the cost of the weekend is only £20 per IVY member.  The weekend is open to existing IVY members and any other girls who may like to join The IVY League.  There is a limited number of places so they will be offered on a first come, first served basis.  There is a limited number of FREE places for any parents who would like to take on a pastoral role for the younger children during the weekend.  (All volunteers will need to be CRB checked.)

The primary purpose of the weekend is to sing and have fun together as a chorus and we want to ensure that your daughter is safe whilst she does this.  With this in mind, we are carrying out a number of safety procedures in accordance with national guidelines.  

The weekend will be a series of workshops, singing rehearsals, games and fun activities.  
The Team
The event is being organised by a team of people including:

Mel Lane

The Ivy League’s chorus manager and a school teacher

Sara Jackson
One of our adult helpers and an experienced leader in the Scout Association
Alison Thompson
Mother to one of our younger chorus members and a school teacher

Nicky Salt

LABBS Singing Judge and Education Support Worker
Acccommodation
Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation will be at The Ibis Hotel, Runcorn Road,  Lincoln, LN6 3DZ
Coaching and lunch and dinner will take place at Bishop Grosseteste College, Lincoln, LN1 3DY

Transport between the two will be by coach.
Under 18s will sleep in twin or triple rooms.  Rooms will be all grouped together in one part of the hotel and the adult helpers will be sleeping in neighbouring rooms.  We will ensure that the girls follow sensible precautions locking their doors at night and that at least one designated adult is close by and easy to find at all times.
Saturday Night Event

On Saturday evening we will be taking the girls out bowling (cost included).
IVY League/ NBYC
This event has been offered by Lincoln BHS as a joint event with the NBYC.  We will be sharing the same hotel, college and evening out, but rehearsals will be separate as normal.  The usual rules agreed by the girls in our Code of Conduct 
will apply.

Supervision
In line with national guideline, the key adult leaders have all been CRB checked.  Mel and Alison will ensure that all under-18s are accounted for and supervised at a level appropriate to their age.  This means, that whilst Mel and Alison (along with all adults) will be available for help, advice and general supervision, teenagers will be free to organise themselves and their movement around the site.  Younger children will be more closely supervised. They will not be allowed out of either venue 
without sufficient supervision and an adult will be on hand and close by at all times.

How to Apply

Please complete the registration/medical form for your child and post it, together with a cheque for £20 (payable to LABBS) to Sara Jackson at 52 Hurst Road, Longford, Coventry, CV6 6EJ (or alternatively please pass directly to Sara at LABBS Convention).  If you interested in a free adult place then please contact Sara directly on sara.jackson@lsc.gov.uk or 02476 644095.
I hope I have answered all your questions.  As a teacher and parent I am very aware that you will want to know that your daughter will be safe.  I can assure you that we will do all we can to ensure that your daughter has a very enjoyable and fun weekend, whilst remaining safe at all times.

If you have any queries or concerns about anything to do with the weekend please do contact me, either by email at mel_lane@btinternet.co.uk or by phone on 01305 261592 or 07971 251053.  
We are looking forward to a really enjoyable and rewarding weekend.

Yours sincerely

Mel Lane

The IVY League

Mobile Numbers for use during the weekend:

Mel Lane
07971 251053

Alison Thompson
07748 370 258

Sara Jackson
07917 184 048

Primary Sponsorship Provided by LABBS
Platinum Sponsor – The Cheshire Chord Company;
Gold + Sponsors – Chiltern Harmony, Green Street Blues, Velvet Harmony, The Barberettes
Gold Sponsors - Brunel Harmony, Humber Belles, Signature, The White Rosettes;

�Do we need to attach this?  Might give some parents comfort?


�Sounds like we won’t let them go bowling!





